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Big Brothers Big Sisters seeking more volunteers
to participate in program’ lake-area chapter

Janet Dabbs
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@lakesunonline.com

In today’s fast-paced so-
ciety, there seems to be less
time for the simple things in
life, such as playing catch
with a boy or sitting on the
front porch sipping lemon-
ade while talking to a child
about his or her day at
school. This is not neces-
sarily premeditated, but it is
very real and very wide-
spread.

With the current sluggish
economy, many families rely
on two incomes just to sur-
vive. This often leaves chil-
dren on their own at times
because their parents are

At srarline

ey to be involved. BBBS
takes time.

When an adult spends his
or her time mentoring a
child, that adult’s life can be
enriched and take on new
meaning and fulfillment.

3 programs to
choose from

BBBS knows each per-
son’s schedule is different.
Therefore, they have sever-
al programs a “Big” can
choose from to make it an
easy match.

BBBS’community
program

A “Big” is asked to share

-eight hours per month for a

minimum of one year with
their match.

School-based
mentors \

One of the easiest of all
the programs begins at the
start of every new school
year. A school-based mentor
will be matched with a child
and meet at the child’s
school.

A “Big” visits the child
for about one hour a week
before or after school or
during the child’s lunch
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“One of the largest prob-

lems in our cohanle 3o ato

Brett Parks drives the Celebration cruise boat on the Lake of the Ozarks on a re-
cent trip with his "Big Brother" mentor David Creel. The Lake Area Big Brother Big
Sister program matches children with adults who serve as a special friend and role
model. PHOTO PROVIDED
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) represents the interest earned through maturity date. APY s accurate as of date of publication, $2,500 minimum
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on two incomes just to sur-
vive. This often leaves chil-
dren on their own at times
because their parents are
out working,

Many children are “latch-
key” kids who come home to
an empty house after school.
Not only are both parents
not there, but some work
late into the evening with
second jobs.

Single parents are also
working several jobs just to
make ends meet, again leav-
ing the children to.raise
themselves.

These children need
someone in their lives that
can let them know they have
hope and a future. They
need someone who will take

a little time to show them

they are worth something.

'The Lake Area Big Broth-
ers and Big Sisters, BBBS, is
working toward making a
difference in the lives of
children in the community.
That mission is to increase
a child’s self esteem and
outlook on the future by fa-
cilitating a positive one-to-
one relationship with an
adult role model.

BBBS reaches out to at-
risk children ages six
through 14 who need this
extra support, guidance and
encouragement.

They want to positively
influence the lives of these
children by uniting them
with caring and committed
volunteers.

A child is matched with a
stable person who serves as
a special friend and role
mode, a “Big Brother” a “Big
Sister” or “Big.”

Volunteers
needed

As any volunteer will say,
the experience of being
matched to a child is equal-
ly rewarding for the mentor.
They get the opportunity
to make a new friend, to
have fun, to see a child grow
and learn new skills, and to

- make a positive difference in
a child’s life.

BBBS is unique in that it

does not take a lot of mon-

BBBS’community
program

In the Big Brother or Big
Sister program, a “Big” will
spend time each week for a
minimum of on year with a
young person ages 6 to 14
who needs a friend,

They are matched with a
child in our community and
encouraged to share activi-
ties.

A “Big” can share his or
“her favorite hobbies, sports,

talents or places with a
child.

This exposes the child to
new interests they can later
use to go on to excel in,
thus building his or her self
esteem. \

Big couples

In the BBBS Couple Pro-
gram a “Big” and their
spouse are matched with a
child and encouraged to
share everyday activities to-
gether.

This program is designed
for couples who want to
volunteer as mentors to-
gether. Many children have
never experienced a caring
and healthy marriage rela-
tionship.
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Recycling Center; LLC
~® Aluminum Cans
* Aluminum
 Copper/Brass

¢ Radiators

* Batteries

* Cardboard

e Used Motor Oil
346-6224
8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday
- 8:00-11:30 Saturday

during the child’s lunch
hour.

“One of the largest prob-
lems in our schools is at-
tendance,” said Bev Kin-
cade, guidance counselor at
the School of the Osage Up-
per Elementary.

“Knowing that he/she is
going to see their “Big” is of-
ten the motivation neces-
sary to get a child to come to
school in the morning”

Volunteers for the school
program must be 16 or old- :
er and are able to meet with
the children only at the
school.

A “Big” can bolster a
child/s confidence just by
Jjust being his or her friend,
and letting him or her know
he or she cares about and
believes in the child.

To get started or for more
information, call Susan
Creel, lake area program
director at 573-964-6112 or
email her at screelbbs @ya-
hoo.com or visit them on the
web at www.lakebbs.org.
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Open Daily at 4:30pm

*

Dining Room Open
Seven Days a Week at 5pm

THE LAKE'S ( Zoctsces STEARHOUSE

Located 1/4 Mite Wast of the
Grand Glaize Bridgs
Reservations Becommended

Lake Road 5-91
Camdenton
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Bring this ad for 2¢ extra on cans

ROOF BUGGY

© The Only One of its kind at the Lake!
Protects Gutters, Landscapes,
Lawns and Lower Levels

e Wide Tires Prevent Tract Marks

¢ Compact, Can Go Anywhere

573.348.2968 | www brunsrs.com

Lake St
Open Thurs. & Fri. Ipn



